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sword, but for the extermination of barbarism ; and he was
privileged to be in a single instance an Attila, in order that
Attilas might no more arise. Simply as the enemies, bitter
and perfidious, of France, the Saxons were a legitimate object
of war ; as the standing enemies of civilisation, who would
neither receive it for themselves, nor tolerate its peaceable
enjoyment in others, they and Charlemagne stood opposed to
each other as it were by hostile instincts ; and this most
merciful of conquerors was fully justified in departing for
once, and in such a quarrel, from his general rule of conduct.
And, for a paramount purpose of comprehensive service to
all mankind, we entirely agree with Mr. James that Charle-
magne had a sufficient plea, and that he has been censured
only by calumnious libellers, or by the feeble-minded, for
applying a Roman severity of punishment to treachery con-
tinually repeated. The question is one purely of policy;
and it may be, as Mr. James is disposed to think, that in
point of judgment the emperor erred ; but certainly the case
was one of great difficulty ; for the very infirmity even of
maternal indulgence, if obstinately and continually abused,
must find its ultimate limit; and we have no right to sup-
pose that Charlemagne made his election for the harsher
course without a violent self-conflict. His former conduct
towards those very people, his infinite forbearance, his long-
suffering, his monitory threats, all make it a duty to pre-
sume that he suffered the acutest pangs in deciding upon a
vindictive punishment; that he adopted this course as being
virtually by its consequences the least sanguinary ; and,
finally, that, if he erred, it was not through his heart, but by
resisting its very strongest impulses.

It is remarkable that both Charlemagne and Bonaparte
succeeded as by inheritance to one great element of their
enormous power : each found ready to his hands that vast
development of martial enthusiasm upon which, as its first
condition, their victorious career reposed. Each also found
the great armoury of resources opened which such a spirit,
diffused over so vast a territory, must in any age insure.
Of Charlemagne, in an age when as yet the use of infantry
was but imperfectly known, it may be said symbolically
that he found the universal people, patrician and plebeian.